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(54) Orthodontic bracket 

(57) An orthodontic appliance according to a first 
aspect of the present invention is constructed by fitting 
a bow-shaped lock pin to a bracket. The bracket 
includes an arch wire passage formed therein to extend 
substantially horizontally and a lock pin insertion pas- 
sage formed therein to extend substantially vertically on 
the side nearer to the surface of a tooth than the arch 
wire passage. The lock pin insertion passage is a bow- 
shaped passage having the same or a little smaller 
radius of the curvature as or than the lock pin. 

Teeth straightening instruments according to sec- 
ond and third aspects of the present invention each 
comprise a bracket body fixed to the tooth surface and a 
bracket cover for covering the bracket so as to envelop 
the bracket body. The bracket cover is made of an elas- 
tic material. The bracket cover and the bracket body are 
both elliptic, or one of them is circular and the other is 
elliptic. The bracket cover is attached to and detached 
from the bracket body by utilizing elastic deformation of 
the bracket cover. Upon the elastic deformation under 
pressing being released, the bracket cover tends to 
restore its configuration before the deformation and 
grasps the bracket body fixedly with sandwiching press. 
To realize this sandwiching press, the bracket body and 
the bracket cover are not similar to each other in their 
original states, but are deformed into a similar shape 
when the bracket cover is pressed. 

With any of the first to third aspects of the present 
invention, the orthodontic appliance has the configura- 



tion having less projections and recesses on its surface, 
dental plaque is hard to deposit on the appliance and, 
during tooth-brushing, a toothbrush can easily reach 
every corners of the appliance. Since various degrees 
of the strength of fixing the arch wire from moderate to 
tight fixing are realized, the orthodontic appliance can 
be adapted to all the treatment stages. 
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